
SLEEPY HOLLOW ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SHEAC)

▸ SHEAC Updates (handout) 

▸ Community Choice 
Aggregation (CCA) 

▸ EAC 

▸ Westchester Power



BENEFITS OF COMMUNITY CHOICE AGGREGATION

▸ Opportunity for renewable energy

Source: Lean Energy U.S.



BENEFITS OF COMMUNITY CHOICE AGGREGATION

▸ Minimal cost and effort to reduce carbon emissions
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BENEFITS OF COMMUNITY CHOICE AGGREGATION

▸ “Priority Action”

Source: Christopher M. Jones and Daniel M. Kammen, Spatial Distribution 
of U.S. Household Carbon Footprints Reveals Suburbanization Undermines 
Greenhouse Gas Benefits of Urban Population Density. Environ. Sci. 
Technol., 2013, dx.doi.org/10.1021/es4034364

http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/es4034364


Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration, Residential Energy 
Consumption Survey: http://www.eia.gov/consumption/residential/
index.php

http://www.eia.gov/consumption/residential/index.php
http://www.eia.gov/consumption/residential/index.php


BENEFITS OF COMMUNITY CHOICE AGGREGATION

▸ Can convert electricity to renewable source  

▸ Despite low effort & cost, it has a high impact 



INCREASING OPTIONS FOR RESIDENTS

▸ We aren’t taking away any choices from 
residents; instead, they’ll be gaining 
access to an option that they don’t 
currently have.  

▸ By joining program, maintain access 
to current options and add a new 
one. 

▸ Con Edison is currently the default; 
we’ll just be changing what that 
default option is.  

▸ If residents want to opt out of the 
program, here is the form:

Source: WestchesterPower.org

http://WestchesterPower.org


Typically 50–90% of those asked say that they favour renewable 
energy and are willing to pay at least a small premium to have it. 
But, unfortunately, these statements do not reflect behaviour.  

The percentage of people who consume green electricity is 
marginal in nearly all countries, for example, 1% in Ireland, .4% in 
Finland, 1% in Germany, 2% in Switzerland, and .5% in the United 
Kingdom (Bird et al., 2002).  

WHY NOT OPT-IN?

Source: Pichert, D., Katsikopoulos, K. V. (2008, March). Green defaults: Information presentation 
and proenvironmental behavior. Journal of Environmental Psychology, 28(1), 63-73. 

Cited in Columbia University Center for Research on Environmental Decisions Guide to 
“Psychology of Climate Change Communication”: http://guide.cred.columbia.edu/pdfs/
CREDguide_sec8.pdf 

http://guide.cred.columbia.edu/pdfs/CREDguide_sec8.pdf
http://guide.cred.columbia.edu/pdfs/CREDguide_sec8.pdf


WHY NOT OPT-IN?

THE IMPACT OF DEFAULTS

▸ 401(k) participation rates 

▸ “Under automatic enrollment, 401(k) participation rates 
exceed 85 percent in all three companies regardless of the 
tenure of the employee. Prior to automatic enrollment, 
401(k) participation rates ranged from 26 to 43 percent 
after six months of tenure at these three firms, and from 57 
to 69 percent after three years of tenure.” 

Sources: Pichert, D., Katsikopoulos, K. V. (2008, March). Green defaults: Information presentation and 
proenvironmental behavior. Journal of Environmental Psychology, 28(1), 63-73. and Choi, J., Laibson, D., 
Madrian, B., and Metrick, A. (2004, June). For Better or for Worse Default Effects and 401(k) Savings 
Behavior. University of Chicago Press, 83. http://www.nber.org/chapters/c10341.pdf

http://www.nber.org/chapters/c10341.pdf


New Castle Sustainability Advisory Board Chair 
Steven Wolk  

(http://bit.ly/2luF0Uv)

RESPONSE IN OTHER COMMUNITIES

“[A]fter the first couple of days, the calls from 
the public stopped. Considering the letter was 
mailed to about 5,800 town residents, the 
roughly 20 calls received from skeptical 
residents was a small percentage” — 0.34%.  
http://bit.ly/2luF0Uv

http://bit.ly/2luF0Uv
http://bit.ly/2luF0Uv


BENEFITS

▸ Easy win and a big win 

▸ Providing residents with more options, with minimal 
negative response and an easy opt-out 

▸ Allowing us to make environmental progress on a local 
level



SUSTAINABLE WESTCHESTER

▸ “Sustainable Westchester is the expression of your local 
governments' determination to turn our environmental challenges 
into opportunities to improve the quality of life, economy and 
future prospects of the citizens of the county. It brings grass roots 
and municipal forces together to achieve concrete change.” 

▸ Energy 

▸ Materials Management 

▸ Transportation and Land Use 

▸ Water Preservation


